
 

  

Data Volume Management with SAP Solution 
Manager 7.1 
 
Manage & Control your Landscape's Data Volume 

As system landscape environments become ever more complex and data volumes continue on an 

upward trend, it is now more important than ever to be able to produce a landscape-based view of 

the data within your environment. It is necessary not only to be able to identify the source of your 

data, but also to determine strategies for managing and controlling it. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The Data Volume Management Work Center in 
SAP Solution Manager provides a detailed insight 
into the source of Data Volume movements in 
single and especially in multi-system landscape 
environments. It is an SAP NetWeaver BW-based 
solution that provides a holistic landscape-based 
overview of your data. SAP’s analytical and 
reporting infrastructure provides you with a rich 
array of functions and features that allow you to: 
 

 Get transparency on system landscape 

data consumption on different levels  

 Reveal potential for creating/optimizing a 

Data Volume strategy 

 Leverage SAP’s Best Practices to drive 

your Data Volume strategy 

 Simulate different Data Volume scenarios 

(Example: moderate vs. aggressive 

archiving) 

 Provide Monitoring and Reporting 

capabilities for Technical KPIs across a 

system landscape 

 Provide a compliance check for a 

corporate Data Volume strategy 

  

Armed with SAP-delivered dashboards and 
queries and the flexibility to define your own, this 
feature-packed tool is a must-have for anyone 
who wants to regain control of their landscape's 
data volume. 
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Figure 1: Increasing complexity of today's landscapes 

 
 
CAPABILITIES OF DATA VOLUME 
MANAGEMENT WORK CENTER 

 
The Data Volume Management work center 
leverages all of SAP’s Best Practice information, 
which is continuously enhanced, to reveal 
potential for enhancing or optimizing your global 
Data Volume strategy. The comprehensive use of 
dashboards and queries provide a compelling 
case for action or a proof of concept for current 
actions. The dashboards present both graphical 
and statistical representations of the data in your 
landscape. The following chapters highlight some 
of the more notable capabilities and their under-
lying intention. 
  
“Who consumes what?” 
The Data Allocation Statistics dashboards are 
designed to show the data distribution in your 
landscape by different groupings to get an 
impression in the top-ranked data consumers 
such as the product, system, application area, 
archiving object and document type. You can 
even drill drown to the very technical individual 
table level if required. The Data Allocation 
Statistics dashboard answers the question  
“Where does my data come from?” 
 

 
Figure 2: Data distribution by application area 

 

The dashboards become particularly effective 
when it comes to the decision-making process for 
defining the priorities of which application-related 
data should be tackled first by data reduction 
measures. As the data always provides an 
integrated view of a landscape, the priority can be 
defined so that you gain the maximum benefit for 
an entire landscape rather than for individual  
systems. 
 

 
Figure 3: Historical view of system sizes per month 

By providing a historical view of data size and 
growth, and by identifying areas of high disk 
space allocation, this allows you to identify the 
sources(s) of your data growth and tailor your 
DVM strategy accordingly, to reap the quickest 
and most beneficial rewards. 
 
“How mature is my data?” 
The time-based Distribution of Records dash-
boards answer the question “How old is my 
data?”  They give you an indication of whether or 
not archiving or deletion potential exists, based 
solely on the age of the data. At a glance you can 
determine if data is old enough to discuss 
archiving at all.  

 
Figure 4: Time-based distribution of records - “Age Footprint'” 

This so-called “Age Footprint” of a heterogeneous 
landscape easily enables you to have an overall 
quality check on business data from an archiving 
perspective. You can also check the compliance 
with your corporate DVM strategy and easily track 
deviations. 
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The time distribution of record analysis serves as 
a valuable input for starting a deeper analysis on 
the savings potential involved. Even though the 
data may meet the age requirement (residence 
time), it may possibly not be in an archivable 
status, which could mean that the business 
process is incomplete or that the person respon-
sible is not following the corporate DVM strategy, 
which again may necessitate further inquiry. 
 
“What data is really used?” 
The classic approach of DVM was always an 
object size and growth-related priority manage-
ment. Even today, most archiving, housekeeping 
and monitoring concepts are  limited to only the 
top 30 tables and indexes.  
 
A new approach to focus on objects relevant for 
DVM measures, in order to control its growth and 
size, is to consider its importance for the daily 
operation of a system. A clear indicator for the 
importance of a table is its utilization degree, 
which is now available as part of another category 
of dashboards within the DVM work center. 
 

 
Figure 5: Call statistics by document type 

These kinds of evaluations are based on the table 
call statistics of the relevant managed system, 
which tracks all kinds of DB operations to all DB 
tables, such as single reads, sequential reads, 
update, delete and insert operations. The main 
idea is to include the objects showing the peak 
activity, in terms of DB operations in a global DVM 
concept. This helps to keep control of unexpected 
growth rates and can assist in improving overall 
system performance.  
 
A second implicit use case is also to be 
considered as a quick-win measure for DVM. 
Tables which are neither accessed nor changed 
during a long period of time could be considered 
as no longer required. Well-known examples are 
temporary custom tables required for migration of 
legacy data, or custom developments which have 
been replaced by SAP standard functionality. In 
these cases the data remains in the system 
unnecessarily. The DVM work center provides a 

specific easy-to-use dashboard for this, enabling 
you to retrieve exactly this kind of information, 
including the total size of data that is allocated 
unnecessarily. 
 
 
 
“What would I save if...?” 
 
At the heart of the DVM work center lies the 
savings potential analysis, including configuration 
and related reporting. The intention of this function 
is to simulate the potential for reduction through 
one of two methodologies: Archiving or Deletion 
or both. This then serves as the driver for your 
DVM strategy activities and potential discussion 
with business stakeholders and application teams.  
 

 
Figure 6: Potential savings per application area 

 
The system comes with pre-delivered SAP Best 
Practice residence times, to serve as a starting 
point, if you have no initial experience of your own 
to rely on. You are free to define your own 
residence times and can compare and contrast 
the outcomes of the different residence times. 
This can be done in individual dashboards, or you 
can combine them into a single dashboard for 
easy comparison. 
 
“Am I doing the right things? 
 Am I doing things right?” 
 
A newly introduced section of dashboards is 
related to the overall management or rather 
project reporting capabilities of the DVM work 
center. A small number of interactive dashboards 
indicate, on a very high level, the overall quality of 
landscape-wide DVM activities - visualized as a 
standardized KPI index chart. 
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Figure 7: Management dashboards on DVM KPI Index 

 
In addition to that SAP provides an overview on 
the overall business growth in relation to technical 
growth, so that you can easily detect mismatches. 
This helps to clarify technical growth situations in 
a landscape to readily detect whether it is simply 
growth in the overall business activities of a 
company that is the reason for the exceptional 
data growth. 
 

 
Figure 8: Business growth <-> Technical system growth 
dashboard 

 
 
“What options do I have do get rid of this 
data?” 
 
Once you have determined where to start your 
DVM activities, which system, application area, 
document type(s) or table(s), whether you let the 
DVM work center determine this or you make your 
own selection, the next step is to access SAP 
Best Practice information regarding the targeted 
objects. To do this, you need to generate a Self-
Service session.  
 
The DVM work center comes with a guided 
procedure that steps you through the required 
setup in order to generate such a Self-Service. 
Data from the DVM work center, such as the list of 
top objects or frequently accessed objects, can be 
used to trigger the Self-Service session.  
 
Once in the session, you can step through each of 
the targeted objects and follow the guided 
procedure to generate a comprehensive report 
and recommendations on your customer-specific 
environment. These focus on all kinds of DVM 
measures, such as the avoidance, summarization, 
deletion and archiving of data.  
 
You can output the report in MS Word or HTML 
format and distribute it to the intended recipients 
as required, in order to assist in the technical 
blueprint phase of an ongoing or future DVM 
project. 
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WHERE TO FIND MORE INFORMATION 

If you want to know more, the following resources are available: 
  
Data Volume Management Home in SDN: 

http://wiki.sdn.sap.com/wiki/display/TechOps/DVM_Home 
 
SAP Expert Guided Implementation - Data Volume Management 
 https://service.sap.com/esacademy 
 
SAP Enterprise Support Academy – Meet the Expert Recording - Data Volume Management 
 https://websmp209.sap-ag.de/replay-library 
 
Data Volume Management in general  
 http://service.sap.com/dvm 
  
Application Lifecycle Management in general  
 http://service.sap.com/alm 
 
Relevant SAP Notes: 
 1478974 – Supported products for using SAP Solution Manager 7.1 

http://wiki.sdn.sap.com/wiki/display/TechOps/RCA_Home
https://service.sap.com/esacademy
https://websmp209.sap-ag.de/replay-library
http://service.sap.com/dvm
http://service.sap.com/alm
https://service.sap.com/sap/support/notes/1478974

