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The SAP 3D Visual Enterprise 9.0 platform 

provides format support for multiple languages 

without the requirement to manage multiple 

copies of the authored content. This is achieved 

with a Localization utility provided with SAP 3D 

Visual Enterprise Author 9 and SAP 3D Visual 

Enterprise Generator 9. 
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Localization Overview 
Visual Enterprise version 9 introduces VDS as the primary format for 

visualization within SAP. The major driver for this change is to build a solid 

platform upon that will support both on-premise and cloud publishing, 

authoring, and consumption of 3D and 2D visualizations. A single Omni 

channel file format. 

The SAP 3D Visual Enterprise 9.0 platform provides format support for 

multiple languages without the requirement to manage multiple copies of 

the authored content. This is achieved with a localization utility provided 

with SAP 3D Visual Enterprise Author 9 and SAP 3D Visual Enterprise 

Generator 9. 

This feature separates the localization of authored content from the process 

of producing the content using Visual Enterprise Author. It is unlikely that 

the 3D content creator will also have all the language skills to produce the 

localized content for all required locals so it makes sense that these two 

tasks are separate. 

This separation allows the content creator to concentrate on producing the 

best visual content and a linguist who may not have 3D content creation 

skills to operate independently. 

The localization utility can be run on the client computer or can be included 

in a Visual Enterprise Generator process for automated bulk import and 

export of localized strings. 

When a user loads a file for viewing into a Visual Enterprise product, the 

locale in which the current application is running determines which strings 

are displayed in the user interface.  

 Note 

If a string is missing for a particular file, the system will fall back to the string 

that was added by the original author. 
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Localizable Content 

The following content can be localized: 

 Procedure name 

 Procedure description 

 Step name 

 Step description 

 Portfolio name 

 Portfolio description 

 Model View name 

 Rich text  

 Notes 

 Layer names 
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Localizer Utility 
The utility is called VdsLocaliser.exe and is located in the installation 

directory of the product. For example, in SAP 3D Visual Enterprise Author, 

this is typically C:\Program Files\SAP\SAP 3D Visual Enterprise 
Author 9.0\ 

The utility exports strings to an Xliff file. This is a standard XML file format 

widely used for localization of software, and is also used widely within SAP 

for localization. 

 Note 

The localizer utility does not support password protected encrypted files. 

To localize a password protected file, you must first save the file without 

password protection in SAP 3D Visual Enterprise Author. Compressed files 

are supported. 
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Exporting Strings for Localization 
Run the export to create an xliff file containing strings in a reference locale 

and the current or placeholder values for the target locale. 

This file can then have the strings updated for the target locale and then the 

import command can be executed to update the file with the new strings. 

From and to parameters are required when exporting strings. The following 

shows an Export sample command line: 

 Syntax 

VdsLocaliser.exe export --file “C:\some 

directory\sample.vds” --from en-US –-to ru-RU  

 

Parameter Functional Description 

File Named. You must use the “--file” switch 
before the file path. 
The File parameter may include a relative 
or full path; if there are spaces, there 
should be quotation marks at the 
beginning and end of the file parameter. 

Locale ID (“--from” and “--to”) Restricted to ISO 639-2 alpha-2 format 
(two-letter language code in lower case 
and two-letter country code in upper 
case). 

 Caution 

It is imperative that the case is 

correct. 

From parameter specifies the source 
language to output in the xlf file. This is 
the reference string that is used by the 
translator. 
To parameter specifies the locale to which 
we will be adding or updating the strings. 
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 Caution 

You will get an error if the command line parameters do not conform to the 

above. 

Export sample command line: 

 

VdsLocaliser.exe export --file “C:\some 

directory\sample.vds” --from en-US –-to en-US 

 

The command will create a file “C:\some directory\sample_eu-
US.xlf”.  
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Localizing the Strings 
SAP 3D Visual Enterprise does not provide an application for performing the 

localization of the strings. XLiff is a standard interchange format for 

localization.  

There are many third-party applications that support reading and writing of 

xliff files. It is also possible to edit the content directly in a text or xml editor. 
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Importing Localized Strings 
The following shows an Import sample command line: 

 Syntax 

VdsLocaliser.exe import --file “C:\some 

directory\sample.vds” --from ru-RU  

 

When executed, the utility will search for the file sample_ru-RU.xlf and 

will add or update any string translations found within the file. 
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Copyright 
© 2016 SAP SE or an SAP affiliate company. All rights reserved. 

No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or for any purpose without the express 

permission of SAP SE or an SAP affiliate company. 

SAP and other SAP products and services mentioned herein as well as their respective logos are trademarks or 

registered trademarks of SAP SE (or an SAP affiliate company) in Germany and other countries. Please see 

http://www.sap.com/corporate-en/legal/copyright/index.epx#trademark for additional trademark information and 

notices. Some software products marketed by SAP SE and its distributors contain proprietary software components of 

other software vendors. 

National product specifications may vary. 

These materials are provided by SAP SE or an SAP affiliate company for informational purposes only, without 

representation or warranty of any kind, and SAP SE or its affiliated companies shall not be liable for errors or 

omissions with respect to the materials. The only warranties for SAP SE or SAP affiliate company products and 

services are those that are set forth in the express warranty statements accompanying such products and services, if 

any. Nothing herein should be construed as constituting an additional warranty.  

In particular, SAP SE or its affiliated companies have no obligation to pursue any course of business outlined in this 

document or any related presentation, or to develop or release any functionality mentioned therein. This document, 

or any related presentation, and SAP SE’s or its affiliated companies’ strategy and possible future developments, 

products, and/or platform directions and functionality are all subject to change and may be changed by SAP SE or its 

affiliated companies at any time for any reason without notice. The information in this document is not a 

commitment, promise, or legal obligation to deliver any material, code, or functionality. All forward-looking 

statements are subject to various risks and uncertainties that could cause actual results to differ materially from 

expectations. Readers are cautioned not to place undue reliance on these forward-looking statements, which speak 

only as of their dates, and they should not be relied upon in making purchasing decisions. 

 


